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Essay Topic and Research Question
What is the topic of your essay?   Try to be as specific as possible. Your essay might be about the tort of trespass (for example), but what aspect of that topic are you focusing on specifically?

Why have you chosen this topic?   Explain why you find it interesting, and whether a reader will also find it interesting.  Tip: If you are having trouble answering this question, ask yourself why this topic matters.

What is your research question?  A research question is a one or two sentence question that you have aimed to answer by researching your topic in depth. A research question defines the limits of your inquiry and also helps you to stay on task while you're reading lots of sources that may contain irrelevant or distracting information.  Hint: Your argument will be the answer to this research question.

Jurisdiction(s)
Which jurisdiction are you focusing on? Why have you chosen that jurisdiction?   (If you are writing a comparative law essay, be sure to identify the multiple jurisdictions you are writing about, and explain why you have chosen to compare the legal approaches in these jurisdictions).

Legal Issues
· What are the problems, challenges or difficulties in this area of the law?  Tip: If you are having trouble determining what the relevant issues are for your topic, ask yourself:   
· Who is affected by this law? 	
· Who is excluded? 	
· Is anyone oppressed? 	
· Who is benefitting?   
You should list at least 2 issues/problems/challenges that you will discuss in your essay.

Legal Sources
What laws are being applied to the problems and challenges you just identified?   (Alternatively, what laws ought to be applied to these problems, and why?)     Identify 2-3 cases, items of legislation, regulations, or other legal materials that you have used in your essay. Then, explain how and why you have used this source in your essay.


If you are writing a comparative law essay (comparing the law in two or more jurisdictions), is the legal approach to the problems you've identified in one jurisdiction more or less effective than in the other jurisdiction? How are these jurisdictions responding to the situation differently?

Argumentation
What are you arguing in your essay?   Identify your central argument (also known as a contention or thesis statement).

Now identify 2-3 supporting arguments that you make in your essay. Supporting arguments are the arguments that reinforce your main contention. Try to be as concise as possible. Can you reduce each of your supporting arguments to a single sentence?

Self-Evaluation
If your reader were to read your essay as it is now, would they be able to answer the same questions that you have just answered?   If you think your reader would struggle with any of the questions, then identify:   	
· The area you are concerned about; and 	
· Why you think your reader might struggle to understand; and 	
· What you could do to make your essay clearer for your reader.



