LEGAL ESSAY CHECKLIST
Use this checklist to see whether your legal essay is ready for submission. Aim to complete every item on the list. 

	☐ 
	I have checked the collaboration code and the word count.

I Research: Preparation
	☐
	1. I have downloaded the LASC Research Essay template to plan and document my research process
	

	☐
	2. I have developed a system to organise and document my research 
	

	☐
	3. I have identified the parameters of my research 
This will include articulating your research essay question, the legal issues, relevant jurisdiction(s), methodology, etc
	

	☐
	4. I have identified relevant keywords related to my essay topic 
This includes terms referred to in the question, alternative terms/synonyms (including guidance from lived experience and advocacy groups, primary sources, government documents, different jurisdictions, etc)
	

	☐
	5. I have reviewed the relevant LASC Canvas Community Legal Research workshops and resources,any relevant law library research guides and Legal Research Skills: An Australian Law Guide.
When undertaking interdisciplinary research, you may also need to review university’s Library Guides Homepage. Research guides from other institutions can also be a useful source when getting started.
	

	☐
	6. I have completed a preliminary ‘scoping exercise’ to ascertain what resources are available in relation to my topic 
This will help you determine whether/how you can write on your topic based on the information available. Remember, unless you are a RHD student you will not be creating your own sources as these require ethics approval!

	☐
	7. I have created a list of databases, library catalogues, websites and other sources that are relevant to my search
Consider, for example, how jurisdiction, areas of law, interdisciplinary resources, etc will impact on which sources are most relevant to your search

	
	




	


II Research: Secondary Sources
	☐
	8. I have consulted a range of secondary sources (including legal encyclopaedias, legal dictionaries, commentary and other reference materials) to get an overview of my research topic 
	

	☐
	9. I have reviewed sources produced by relevant stakeholders relevant to my topic
This might include government websites, industry experts and organisations, lived experience and advocacy groups, affected persons and communities
	

	☐
	10. I have searched the library catalogue, e-book platforms, etc to find relevant books and e-books.
If you need assistance with this, please see the law library’s Secondary Sources for Law Guide
	

	☐
	11. I have found relevant law journal articles using the databases listed on the Law Library website.
	

	☐
	12. If I am doing interdisciplinary research, I have accessed relevant multi-disciplinary databases and found journal articles from disciplines outside of law.
	

	☐
	13. I have evaluated the literature I located, identified any gaps and revised my searches accordingly.
	

	☐
	14. I have identified the arguments / counter arguments and debates from the literature.
	

	☐
	15. I have identified primary sources related to my topic based on relevant secondary sources
	

	☐
	16. I have drawn from literature that is relevant to the jurisdiction(s) I focus on in my essay 
	


III Research: Primary Sources (legislation)
	☐
	17. I have located the relevant statute(s) for each jurisdiction covered my essay question.
	

	☐
	18. I have identified specific provision(s) that are relevant to my research.
	

	☐
	19. I have reviewed the history of the legislation and identified whether there have been any amendments.
	

	☐
	20. I have located relevant extrinsic materials and read these in conjunction with the statute.
For Australian law research this will include the originating Bill, Explanatory Memoranda, Second Reading Speech. 
	

	

	☐
	21. I have relied on and referenced statute(s) relevant to the jurisdictional focus of my research question.
	

	☐
	22. I have used the advanced search functions in my selected databases to find any relevant cases or secondary sources that may be related to the relevant statute.
This would include using a case citator to find out how the courts have interpreted the statute 
	


IV Research: Primary Sources (Case Law)
	☐
	23. I have used secondary sources to find the most important cases on a topic.
	

	☐
	24. I have used the advanced search functions in my selected legal databases to find cases on a topic.
	

	☐
	25. I have used a case citator to find out how the courts have interpreted the statute I am researching.
	

	☐
	26. I have evaluated my case law research to ensure I am relying on cases that are relevant to my essay question.
It is important to consider why you are including a case in your essay. For example, how have subsequent courts treated the case? Is the case still ‘good law’? If not, does the case have historical significance? Be sure that your cases are relevant to both your topic and jurisdiction.
	

	☐
	27. I have read the judgment, understood the reasoning and distinguished between majority and minority dissent in my paper.
	

	☐
	28. I have used the advanced search functions in my selected legal databases to find any additional legislation or secondary sources that may be related to the cases you are including in your essay.
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V Research: Preparation
	☐
	29. I have contacted the law library if I am unable to find a source
	

	☐
	30. I have arranged a consultation with the LASC Legal Research Skills Advisor if I still require legal research assistance 
	

	☐
	31. I have confirmed that all of the information I have relied on comes from reliable, accurate and appropriate sources 
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