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Sports Law Essay Checklist 
 

First Steps 

 I have read and followed the assignment instructions, including reviewing all 
material provided by my teacher. 

 

  I have ensured my essay answers the question(s) posed for the assessment. 
 

 My contention is in the introduction and it answers the issue(s) posed by the essay 
question. 

 

 
 

Argument 

   I have communicated an argument (and not just a description). 
 

  I have acknowledged and addressed any debates/disagreement on my topic. If 
appropriate, I have acknowledged counter-arguments or limits to my own argument. 

 

 
 

Structure 

 My introduction explains the question to be answered or the problem to be 
considered, explicitly states the argument, and concludes with a "roadmap" that 
provides the reader with an outline of the argument to follow. 

 

 I have used informative headings and sub-headings throughout my essay. 
 

 Each paragraph stands for a single key idea. No paragraphs are a page long. 
 

 Each paragraph has a topic statement that clearly states the key idea, and every 
subsequent sentence supports it. 

 
 I have NOT relied on the prior knowledge of my audience. All references to statutes, 
cases, concepts, and arguments are explained and their relevance to my argument is 
explicit. 

 

 
 

Grammar and Style 

   I have used a tone appropriate for my audience. 
 

   I have checked every sentence for clarity. 
 

   I have removed legalese, clichés, and colloquial language (for example: I have deleted 
all use of ‘on the one hand/other hand’) 

 



Melbourne Law School Legal Academic Skills Centre 
 

   All my quotes are necessary and appropriate. 
 
   I have checked for commonly mis-spelled words (compliment/complement, 
form/from, judgement/judgment, statue/statute, weather/whether) 
 
   I have capitalized words when appropriate (Australian/Indigenous/Chinese, proper 
nouns, etc)   

 

 
 

Formatting and Citation 

   My headings and sub-headings are in AGLC4 format (Rule 1.12). 
 

   Every fact, idea, and statement of the law that is not common knowledge has a 
footnote.  (I have asked myself – how do I know this?  If it is because of something I 
read/heard, then I’ve provided the source). 

 

   My footnotes are in AGLC4 format. 
 

   Direct quotes are correctly formatted (Rule 1.5). 
 

   Case names and legislation in the text and footnotes are italicised. 
 

 
 

Finishing Touches 
 

 I have included my student number and removed anything that can identify me by 
name. 

 

   I have inserted page numbers into my document. 
 

 


